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The church 1s preparing us to celebrate the great mystery of incarnation of Jesus and
invites us to be hopeful on His coming into the world and on the redemptive intervention
in the present distressful, uncertain and chaotic life situation. The world wide pandemic
situation made people to think whether the world is heading towards the end of
humanity on earth. The entire humanity is still on the fight against the virus day and
night with the hope that we shall overcome it. It is an undeniable fact that most of our
people have become poor, jobless and many are left orphans but we have not lost hope.
It is in this helpless and miserable human condition that God makes his saving presence
or gives Himself through the second person in the Blessed Trinity. This Christmas
season brings love, joy, hope and peace all around. It also reminds us of the value
of sharing, giving and spending time with our loved ones.

It is very important to get vaccinated in the pandemic situation in order to protect
us against everything that cause disease. Vaccination is a kind of insurance against certain
diseases. What happen at our biological level may happen also at our spiritual level.
Amidst all the spiritual adversities and sicknesses God invites us to get vaccinated
spiritually that is to have sheer faith in the great mystery of incarnation of Jesus, the
supreme sign of God’s love for the mankind. St. John Says that “For God So loved the
world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life” (Jn. 6:16).

As Covid - 19 pandemic severely affected and challenged people all over the
world and created fear and uncertainty of life among people of all sections and
nations so, the spiritual pandemic called sinfulness affected the entire humanity so
deeply that only God in His merciful love could offer a perfect way out. In Christmas
we celebrate the coming of Child Jesus, the most ever awaited life giving medicine
for the entire humanity who could offer the lost Divine life and reestablish the
broken relationship of mankind with heaven. The kenotic descent of Son of
God, renouncing His Divine Majesty, is the portal through which the entire human
race could enter heaven and regain the lost divine life.

Re-discovering the true meaning of Christmas:

In the flood of modernization and secularization the true meaning of Christmas
is diluted and even polluted. Celebrations begin two or three weeks before Christmas
with dazzling displays and commercial attractions where there is no room for Jesus to
be born just as there was no place “in the inn” in the first Christmas night. The spaces
where Jesus 1s to be born are invaded by sumptuous Santa Clause, glittering
Christmas trees, and the silent night is replaced by boisterous night of mega shopping
and rocking parties. The Archangel Gabriel announced the most awaited Good
news for the humanity that the savior of the world is about to pitch the tent amidst the
poverty and helplessness of human life in the form of a tiny crying baby. A genuine
follower of Jesus cannot but contemplate on the sotereological dimension of Jesus’
incarnation and delve into the deep sense of this salvific mystery.
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Redemptive Purpose of Christ’s Enfleshment:

Unlike other creatures man was created in God’s image and likeness and owing to
that reason he was endowed with a capacity for relationship and dialogue with God. But
this prerogative was suspended on account of his sin and hence his relationship with God
was damaged. The resultant alienation from God paved way for death to establish its
dominion over mankind on earth. So in order to be a tangible source of life, the eternal
and transcendental God, the eternal logos, assumed human flesh which belong to the sphere
of natural and the powerless humanity. Therefore the birth of Jesus is the fulfillment of
God’s promise of a savior and the supreme sign of God’s salvific intervention in the concrete
human situation. Thus Christmas becomes the festival of salvation. St. John reminds us
of this fact that “God sent his son into the world not to condemn the world, but the
world might be saved by him” (Jn. 3:17). It is only with such a frame of mind that
we are justified in making merry and celebrating Christmas with all the pomp.

Spiritual disposition to be kept during Christmas Season:

In Christmas we celebrate God’s redemptive presence among his people. Having
descended from the bosom of the father, the Word leads us back to the bosom of the Father.
All that we need to do is to believe in the Word-become-flesh. The most profound
Immanuel experience reminds us that our life is filled with God’s dwelling presence
and that God will be part of my life’s journey here on earth. The Savior’s self emptying
birth into poverty calls for a paradigm shift in our attitude and demands our identification
with the poor and the marginalized. The Magi and the three wise men appear in the birth
scene teach us simple but profound lessons. In spite of difficulties they submitted themselves
to be guided by divine star and after finding the Savior they took a different route.
In our search for the divine, more than relying on the human means, we must set ourselves to
be guided by Divine Star. Unwavering search for God will grant us the experience of
God’s saving presence and lead us to radical conversion.

Now after the pandemic the World is waiting for a New Spirit of Hope and come
back to the normal life. Birth of Jesus brings us spiritual joy and hope and let us put all our
trust and confidence in Him for Jesus is our hope and salvation. In the present situation
where there less room for hope, child Jesus reminds us that God never abandons His people.
The tiny child at the crib seems to be powerless. But it is in this tiny baby we find
the visible expression of God’s merciful love which only can save the world. Let us rediscover
the true meaning of the salvific mystery of Incarnation of Jesus and reap its spiritual
benefits by celebrating the feast of our Lord’s birth with the purity of heart.

STA0F0N 7
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Diocesan News

e Submission of Memorandum to the Chief Minister through the Assistant
Commissioner, Puttur:

The United Christian Forum, Puttur
submitted a memorandum to the Honourable
Chief Minister, Shri Basavaraj Bommai §
through the Assistant Commissioner, Puttur g
on 19th November 2021. His Excellency, ||
Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Makarios
lead the delegation along with the other
leaders of the United Christian Forum.
The memorandum requests the honourable
chief minister against supporting the tabling
of the Anti- Conversion Bill and to take
back the orders on the survey on Christian missionaries and establishments.

 Submission of Memorandum to the Chief Minister through the
Tahsildar, Kadaba:

The United Christian Forum, Puttur
. submitted a memorandum to the Honourable
Chief Minister, Shri Basavaraj Bommai
4 through the Assistant Commissioner, Puttur on
1 19th November 2021. Very Rev. Fr. Zacharias
# Nanthiyatt OIC, Very Rev. Fr. PK. Abraham
® Cor-Episcopo, Very Rev. V.C. Mani
Cor-Episcopo, Very Rev. Fr. Jose Ayamkudy,
Very Rev. Fr. Jubi Kuzhinapurathu, Rev. Fr.
Arun Vincent Lobo, Georgekutty Upadeshi,
Valsamma K T, PP Varghese, Fr., K.
Philip, V.K. Varghese, Jose Jose vaas lead
the delegation along with the other members of the United Christian Forum. The mem-
orandum requests the honourable chief minister against supporting the tabling of the Anti-
Conversion Bill and to take back the orders on the survey on Christian missionaries
and establishments.

]
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e Submission of Memorandum to the MLA of Puttur, Shri Sanjeeva
Matandoor:

The United Christian Forum, Puttur
submitted a memorandum to Shri Sanjeeva | =
Matandoor, the MLA of Puttur Constituency

Office, Puttur. The memorandum requests
not to support the tabling of the
Anti- Conversion Bill in the winter session
of the State Assembly. His Excellency, Most

Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Makarios lead the [ _
delegation along with the other leaders of the United Christian Forum

* Hoskote and Devanahalli Christian Community:

- To inspire the Christian communi-

d ties around Bangalore, a Kannada Holy
& Qurbono was celebrated by Rt. Rev Koshy
Kakkanatt Corepiscopa at the St. Mary’s
M Malankara Catholic Church, Hennur on

| the 4th November, 2021. A good number of
¥ people from Hoskote and Devanahalli were
' participated in the Liturgy.

e Parish Feast and St. Joseph’s Year Concluding Ceremony, St. Joseph’s MSC
Church, Mathikere:

St. Joseph’s MCC, Mathikere celebrated _
the parish feast along with the St. Joseph
Year Concluding Ceremony. On 27th
November, parish feast started with Perunnal |
Kodiyettu, followed by evening prayer, i
Eucharistic Adoration and confession.

His Excellency, Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese
Mar Makarios celebrated the Holy Eucharist

and presided over the Concluding Ceremony
on 28th November. Catechism students and Mothers’ Forum (Mathruvedi) came

up with some cultural events to color the meeting. Merit awards were given to the
toppers of SSLC and Plus Two under the banner of Mathruvedi. Priests, Religious,
and laity from Bangalore region blessed the feast days with their presence and the
day was concluded with the serving of Agape.

N
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e Harvest Festival, Bangalore Region:

Harvest festival was celebrated in all four parishes of Bangalore region
in the month of November. The auctions were conducted both via offline and
online means in accordance with the place’s pandemic situation.

Commission for Youth
(MCYM)

e Unit Elections:
Unit election of all the MCYM units of the diocese was conducted in the month
of November.

o HOIlOlll'iIlg Ceremony:

The MCYM Vimalagiri unitof DK Region, organized = |
an honouring ceremony for three young men who
undertook an adventurous walk trip from Kadaba to
Ladakh. Mr. Sebastian, Mr. Samprith and Mr. Nishanth
were honoured by the unit.

e Congratulations!

Ms. Deleena Sabu, Ms. Dania Sabu,
Ms. Sonia Antony, Ms. Jesintha Wilson from
the MCYM unit of Joseigiri won the sec-
« . ond place in group song competition named
# Rejoice 2021 organized by the MCYM Re-
4 cion of Neyyattinkara of the Parasala
Diocese. Congratulations to the winners!
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Commission for Family
(Bhavana Jyothis)

e Psalm Reading in November:

In connection with the St. Joseph Year,
Mothers’ Forum (Mathruvedi) of Mathikere parish
observed one month Psalm Reading in November.

Rt. Rev. Koshy Kakkanattu Corepiscopa inaugurated = “ " QOne Month of

the event on the First Friday of November by PS A MS
Reading Psalm 23. Members of Mathruvedi actively

participated in the event by reading 5 psalms = 30Days 5"*"“’““ Bay.

each day.

e Distribution of Sewing Machine to the needy:

As part of the charity initiatives of Mother’s Forum of Singasandra unit, 3
sewing machines were distributed to the needy members of the Hosur christian community .

Commission for Laity
(MCA)

e MCA Executive Meeting:

MCA diocesan executive was held on 5th November, 2021 via online platform.
Based on the executive decision, in order to strengthen the MCA unit level activities,
executive committee members had a meeting with all regional spiritual advisers and office
bearers. As per the discussion, the Diocesan executive members were delegated as the MCA
unit animators to co-ordinate and guide the unit.
The assigned unit animators are as follows;

]
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1. [Mr. Sajith K. J. Noojibalthila, Kunthoor, Singasandra
2. | Mr. Thomas Mathew Kodimbala, Mudhoor, Carmalram
3. | Mr. Roy Thomas Puttur, Josegiri

4. | Mr. Rejith John Hennur, Vimalagiri

5. [ Mrs. Elsy Thomas Shirady, Bethody

6. | Mrs. Mini Kurian Kemmara, Ichilampady

7. | Mr. Moncy Mathew Ganganad, Kallugudde

8. | Mr. P. K. Cherian Shivamogga, Mathikere

9. | Mr. Jose Varghese Nellyady, Kadaba

10. [ Mr. O. M. Yohannan N. R. Pura, Kermai, Shibaje

I1. | Mrs. Priya Thomas Mangalore, Addahole

e MCA Central Managing Committee Meeting:

The Diocesan Managing Committee members attended the MCA Central Managing
Committee meeting held on 14th November, 2021 via online platform.

* Advocate’s Meet:
MCA Puttur Diocesan central managing committee members attended the Advocate’s
Meet organized by the MCA Central Committee on 25th November, 2021 via online platform.

e MCA Regional Summit:

MCA Shivamogga regional summit
was held on 28th November, 2021 at
St. George MSC Church, Muddur.
The Regional Spiritual Advisor Very
Rev. Fr. John Nellivila, The MCA §
Puttur Diocesan president Mr. Sajith K %
J, all regional and unit office bearers
participated in this meeting. The
meeting was held under the leadership of MCA Shivamogga regional President

Mr. Mathew M T.
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Commission for Education

Mar Ivanios College Of Education

The II year B.Ed students have started their Internship on 23td November 2021,
in different High Schools which will end up on 22nd November, 2021. The Ist year
B.Ed students are continuing with their regular classes along with the preparation for block
teaching which will be held in the month of January.

e Karnataka Rajyotsava

Kannada Rajyotsava was celebrated
in the College on 2nd November 2021, to
commemorate the day of Karnataka state
formation. Students performed skit, dance,
group song and speech which elevated _
the greatness and glory of Kannada language e
and Karnataka. :

e “Gender, School and Society”

A seminar was arranged in the College |
on the topic “Gender, School and Society” [
on 17th November, 2021. The social worker, =
Athradi Amrutha Shetty was the resource
person who made the students to modify
the thoughts and acts towards gender as well | = =

as to accept the dignity and status of women | | |
in the society.

 Kanakadasa Jayanthi

Kanakadasa Jayanthi was celebrated |
in the College on 20th November 2021, to .m -
commemorate the great contribution of |} ;
Kanakadasa in the field of arts and culture. |
Students exhibited very influential and |
effective programmes.

* National Constitution Day

National Constitution day was celebrated
in the College to commemorate the day of
Constitution formation. The students read the |
preamble of the Constitution together and the
importance of the day was displayed.
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St. Paul’s School, Kadaba

The physical classes had been started with infrastructure and learning environment.
The tiny kids are enjoying and learning meaningfully with the peer groups in the presence
of teachers. School vehicle has been arranged for the smooth and safe travel of the students.

St. Mary’s School Bhadravathi

Kannada Rajyotsava day was celebrated in our School with great enthusiasm. The
Physical classes for the LKG and UKG students began across Karnataka from 8th November
in all schools of the Taluk. The Children’s day was celebrated with fun and frolic at our school.

On 25th November, our School Manager Rev. Fr. Thomas Neeranamkunnel celebrated
his birthday. A program was organized by the school staff and students wishing him good
health and long life.

St. Thomas CBSE School and PU College

 Kannada Rajyotsava Celebration

St. Thomas CBSE School and PU College
celebrated Kannada Rajyotsava on 15t November,
2021 with Rev. Fr. John Nellivila as the president
of the event and Mr. Rajendra M Naik, principal | l#
of the Koteshwar Degree College as the g & &
chief guest. Rev. Fr. Rooble, the principal of PU s
College and Rev. Sr. Tresa and Rev. Sr. Shanet
were present on the occasion together with
other staff and students.

e Children’s Day

The birth Anniversary of the first Prime 3
Minister of Independent India, Pandit Jawaharlal =
Nehru was celebrated on 13th November, 2021 |
at St. Thomas CBSE School and PU College, &
Byndoor. Teachers conducted a formal assembly Sl
in the morning. It was followed by a meeting W @
in the open hall of the school. Variety cultural & s
entertainments were performed by the teachers
which added color to the day’s program. Rev. Fr.
John and Rev. Sr. Shanet spoke on the occasion
and emphasized on the importance of the day.
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e Kapatiran: Carol Competition:

The Eparchial Commission for Media has organized a carol singing competition during
this advent season named Kapatiran. This competition has begun this month with no registration
fees is open to all. Hurry up to participate in the event before 20th December, 2021. Also
subscribe our YouTube channel ‘Shanthivani Communications’ to know more about
the event.

General Rules for Carol Singing Competition are as follows,
1) The competition will be held online and is open to any group, communities and associations.
2) There is no age limit but the number of participants will be limited to minimum 5 and
maximum 15. Complete staging of traditional Malayalam Carol is expected. Musical
instruments like drums, Cymbal used in traditional Carol are expected. (Note: It is not a group
song competition)
3) Participants are welcome to use their creativity and stage a Carol not exceeding 5 minutes.
4)The lyrics of the carol song should be newly written, tuned and sung. Copying
of lyrics, tune including parady is unwelcome.
5) A clear video of the carol should be sent to the competition management committee. No
visual effects or unwanted editing should be done to the video. (Cutting and Trimming of video
1s accepted)
6) Music should not exceed the vocal sound of the song.
7) The carol video will be telecasted in our YouTube channel ‘Shanthivani Communications’
Likes, shares, subscription rate and comments will be considered for the judgment. Please
subscribe our channel to know more about the competition and your fellow competitors.
8) Register the name of the group, communities and associations along with your address and
phone number. The number is given below for registration.
9) The video should be sent through Telegram number+91 7022645642. The same can be shared
shanthivani2010@gmail.com via google drive.
10) After the submission date no entries are received.
11) For any clarifications please contact to the number given for registration.

I Prize — Rs. 10,000 T ——

I Prize — Rs. 5,000 ¢ ==

III Prize — Rs. 2500

Three consolation prizes of Rs. 1000 each - |

12) Scoring will be based on s
a) Creativity — 10% Repaen sodt
b) Instrumental music — 15% | prive

¢) Lyrics — 20% WPite  Rs2500
d) Clarity of Presentation — 20% e s e .
e) Song clarity — 20

N
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f) Likes, share, comments and subscription rate- 15%
13) Judge’s Decision will be final.
14) The entries are open from 1st December 2020 until 20th December 2021.
The results of the competition will be announced on 7th January 2021.

For enquiry and registration please contact;
Fr. John Puthenkandathil- +91 9448706368
Mr. Akash N Shaji - +91 97414 36445

(7
2 o
T

Commission for Ecumenism

To protest against the anti conversion bill of the Karnataka state, the Ecumenical forum
of Kadaba Region convened a meeting of all Christians of Kadaba region on Tuesday 9th
November 2021

Bishop of Puttur His Excellency Mar Makarios presided over the meeting. Advocate
Mrs.Silviya the central committee member of IRD, Mangalore Diocese elaborately
explained the various aspects of the bill. Representatives of different churches
took part and resolved to conduct a prayer service with fast on 12th of November and submit
a memorandum to the Tahsildar, Kadaba.

On 12th November 2021 a team of United Christians under the leadership of
Bishop Makarios submitted a memorandum to the Asst. Commissioner of
Puttur and  Ecumenical forum Kadaba submitted another = memorandum to the
Tahsildar of Kadaba and asked him to bring the concern of the Christian
community to the Honorable Chief Minister of Karnataka.
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Wishes

Birthday Wishes!

27 December : Rev. Fr. Sathyan Thomas Naduviledathu OIC
31 December : Rev. Fr. Shaji Sebastian Kallukirthottiyil

Festal Greetings!

03 December : Rev. Fr. Christudas Charummottil OIC
25 December : Very Rev. Fr. Dr. Eldho Puthenkandathil

Ordination Day Wishes!

26 December : Rev. Fr. Kurian Pulipra
27 December : Rev. Fr. Thomas Simon Kanjirathumkal
27 December : Rev. Fr. Thomas Punamadathil
27 December : Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Kuzhinapurath
29 December : Rev. Fr. Rino John Erupathanchil

30 December : Very Rev. Fr. Dr. Eldho Puthenkandathil

30 December : Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Kadakampallil
31 December : Very Rev. Fr. Koshy Kackanatt Corepiscopo

]
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Important Dates

1 Wednesday Beginning of the Twenty-Five Days Nombu

3 Friday St. Francis Xavier

4 Saturday St. John Damascene

5 Sunday Mar Sabas & Mar Clement of Alexandria

6 Monday Mar Theophilos of Antioch

7 Tuesday St. Ambrose

8 Wednesday Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary

10 Friday Mar Behnan the Martyr and his Sister Sarah, 40 Martyrs

14 Tuesday St. John of the Cross

16 Thursday Erection of the Eparchy of Marthandom (1996)
17 Friday Mar Rabula

18 Saturday The Miraculous Cross of Mylapore

25 Saturday Yaldo (Christmas)

26 Sunday Bible Sunday

28 Tuesday David, the King and Prophet

]
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