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Voice of 'Ratron

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and beloved Lay Faithful,

L
N

I am happy to pen
down a couple of lines for our
November edition of
Shanthivani. As we are in the
month of November, it reminds
us of the sanctification and the
renewal of the Church,
followed by the message of the
Angel to Zachariah with regard
to the birth of John the Baptist,
Virgin Mary to be the Mother
of God and her subsequent
visit to Elizabeth. As you all
know, we are in a difficult and :
different situation. The month of October made many ofus to think
and to remain proactive in responding to the challenges of the present
day Church life. We are aware of the various measures that are taken
to counteract the government insistence to pass the anti-conversion
Bill and the directive to take survey of the churches, pastors and the
place of worship. Given this backdrop, each of these events, has a
new message for us and to the world today. The answer given by St.
Peter to the question, that you are the son of the living God,
categorically makes it clear the relation between Christ and Christianity.
This answer not only prevents the Christian faith from being seen as
merely another philosophical system or a path of spirituality but also
firmly affirms Jesus as the One and only Son of the living God. This
state of mind cannot be achieved by human reason, but only by Divine
revelation. The Church as a whole is called to a Divine discernment
at every stage of her existence. As we are in the world but not of the
world, we are called to be cleansed by way of keeping ourselves
| free from the snares of the devils and merely earthly pursuits. Each
. "_-a,‘. one is considered a temple of God (1 Cor 3/16). It means our hearts
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and minds must be cleansed of earthly matters which instead enables
us not to confine ourselves to selfishness but to behave as children
God. This is the way how the Divine discernment must take place in
each of us in our day today life and activities.

As we move to the announcement of the birth of John the
Baptist, through his doubting of the message of the Angel we are
constantly reminded of our human weakness and lack of faith to the

2
I Divine revelations. Even though Zachariah is punished for his lack of
faith, even when he remained righteous before God, it serves as a
proofto Gabriel’s announcement. As he wrote, saying, “his name is
John”, his mouth was opened and his tongue got loosed. In the case
of Blessed Virgin Mary, we see altogether a different way of
discernment. How can this be? Mary’s question does not indicate a
lack of faith as Zachariah did. Rather she is merely inquiring into the
manner in which something so extraordinary would happen. Mary’s
faithful response is that of a highest form of obedience to God and
submission to God’s will. As we are approaching the Advent Season,
we are once again called upon to submit ourselves to the will of God
in our day today life after the example of our Blessed Mother Mary.
Let as St. Paul exhorts us, this discerning and submission be fruitful
in our day today life. “As there was a readiness to desire it, so also
may be a completion out of what you have (2 Cor 8/11) “. It means,
what we have desired or accepted should not remain merely in the
wish and thought rather must be made tangible through deeds and
practice in life. Let us keep all people without caste or creed who
suffer from depression or any sort of burn out that they find support
and a light that opens them up to life after the monthly prayer intention

of the Holy Father. God bless all!

¥ Geevarghese Mar Makarios
Bishop of Puttur
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Introduction

Pope Francis’ recent
- invitation to the church to rediscover
-~ its synodal nature with the theme “For
a synodal church: communion,
participation and mission™ calls for
the church to renewal by the action
of'the Holy Spirit, listening together
to what God says to his people. It
is an invitation to renew and
rededicate itself as a community
bearing the beacon of light to the
society as a whole and to continue
an “aggiornamento”, a renewal of the Church proposed by the
Second Vatican Council. This journeying together demands listening,
dialogue and community discernment. This “journeying together™
expresses the very nature of the church as pilgrim people of God. It
reminds us about our responsibility to pursue our mission, that is, to
be his prophetic witnesses. As the preparatory document attests, this
“walking together is the most effective way of manifesting and putting
into practice the nature of the church as the pilgrim and missionary
people of God™. It is a “journeying together” towards the encounter
with Christ the Lord. On this journey, the church, the whole people of
God, both the Ecclesia docens and Ecclesia discens, without
separation, as one sensus fidei, is called for to witness Christ and *“to
be a spiritual house and a holy priesthood” to the wider society. Here
we shall reflect on various dimensions proposed by the pope for ik
walking together for a synodal church and renewal of the people of = ' '
God. Sy

Rev. Fr. Punnathanathu
Thomas
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Dialogue

Dialogue is to be seen as akey to realise the renewal of the
church. In the early church there was dialogue. On matters of serious
concern, there was discussion and deliberate decision making by
concerned persons and it was approved by all (Acts 15). If the church
is people of God, there should be intense internal sharing: a living
dialogue between the pastors and between pastors and the faithful.
Mutual respect and love is essential for any dialogue. We need to
listen patiently and attentively to everything the other person wants to
say: “We ought to be able to acknowledge the other person’s truth,
the value of his or her deepest concerns, and the content they are
trying to communicate” (AL 138).The sanctifying power of the spirit
is at work in all the baptized. The Second Vatican Council reminds us
that “the whole body of the faithful, who have an anointing which
comes from the Holy One, cannot err in matters of belief”” and Pope
Francis reminds us that this “anointing makes it infallible in credendo”
(EG 119).Therefore all the baptized should get a chance to share his
experience and concerns of the church and those who are in authority
ought to listen them in silence.

Dialogue means mutual communion in which the partners are taken
seriously. It does not exclude the official authority of the pastors and
obedience due to them. But pastors exercise their authority in a dialogic
fashion, thinking that authority is for service. The members of the
people of God are united by Baptism and “if by the will of Christ
some are made teachers, pastors and dispensers of mysteries on behalf
of others, yet all share a true equality with regard to the dignity and to
the activity common to all the faithful for the building up of the body of
Christ (1Cor 12:27-28; LG 32). All those who compose the one
people of God, both pastors and the general faithful, can engage in
dialogue with ever-binding fruitfulness. For the bonds which unite the
faithful are mightier than anything that divides them” (GS 92). The
present synod on synodality aims not at mere discussion on matters
of concern in hierarchical levels but a dialogue from local to the universal
levels including all the faithful, listening what Spirit speaks through all
the baptized.



Participation

The renewal of the church demands the journey of the whole
church which God expects of the church of third millennium. This
journeying together means incorporation of the laity in church
administration and mutual listening of the people of God. The faithful
people, the college of Bishops, the bishop of Rome: all listening to
each other and all listening to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth (Jn
14:17) because Holy Spirit breathes over the whole people of God
and it is necessary to listen to the people who discern God’s will for
his church. We have to recognize, appreciate and benefit the variety
of gifts and charisms that Sprit of God bestows to the faithful for the
good of the community (1 Cor 12:1-11).

The concept of synodality is to be applied to all aspects of
the life of the church: participation of the laity, administration and
evangelization. “All baptized, whatever their position in the church. ...
are agents of evangelization” (EG 120). Therefore considering the
majority of the faithful simply as passive recipients is not proper for
a synodal church. More renewal is needed in the conception of the
church as people of God underlined by Vatican II. The role of laity
especially the women in the administrative roles and decision making
powers is to be re-evaluated and necessary steps should be taken.
“Without discrimination women should be participants in the life of
the church and also in consultation and the process of coming to
decisions” (CL, 51). The recent institution of the lay ministry of
catechist by Pope Francis is to be seen in this direction. It gives
more colours to the realization of our dream of a synodal church
where everyone is appreciated and acknowledged. It should be seen
as exploring the sharing of exercising responsibility in the proclamation
of the Gospel and participation of the laity in the co-responsibility of
evangelization.

Each one has the responsibility to contribute to the edification
of the people of God. Vatican Il reminds us that all the baptized,
both the hierarchy and the laity are called to be active participants in
the saving mission of the church (LG 32-33). The faithful have



received the anointing in Baptism and Confirmation and are endowed
with diverse gifts and charisms for the renewal and building up of the
church, as members of the body of Christ. Therefore a kind of
consultative process is very important and necessary in the renewed
church. Experience and insights of the faithful is to be taken seriously.
This is a process of listening to each other, contemplating the word of
God and reading the signs of the times. All the members of the faithful
must seek guidance in the Holy Scripture and in the tradition of the
faith of the people of God. Hierarchical authority must take into account
the judgement of the faithful and exercise authority in dialogue. The
Jerusalem council (Acts 15) is a good paradigm for dialogue and
participation of the faithful in the ecclesial affairs of serious nature.

Communion

Church is the communion of believers. Baptism is the door
and the foundation of communion in the church. The body of Christ in
the Eucharist sacramentalizes this communion, that is, it is a sign and
actually brings about the intimate bonds of communion among all the
faithful in the body of Christ which is the church (CL, 19).Because
we, who are many, partaking in the same Eucharistic body of Christ,
become part of his mystical body the church. If we wish to be faithful
to God’s plan and respond to world’s yearnings, the great challenge
that the church faces in the third millennium is to make her the home
and school of communion (NMI, 43). It is our duty to keep this body
undivided. “The spirituality of communion implies the ability to see
what is positive in others, to welcome it and to prize it as a gift from
God, and to make room for others, sharing each other’s burden. Unless
we follow this spiritual path, the external structures of communion
serve very little purpose” (NMI, 29).

Mission: Evangelization and Sanctification of the church

The church is holy because all are reclothed in Christ Jesus
and refreshed by his spirit. St. Paul admonishes Christians to live “as
is proper among saints” (Eph 5:3). The fruit of life according to the
spirit is holiness.Let us live by the spirit and be guided by the spirit



(Gal 5:25). This sanctification should be initiated from within. More
than an institution, Church is people of God. The sanctification of the
church means sanctification of the community of believers. Our
vocation is to be the temple of God and to be perfect as our heavenly
father is perfect (Mt 5:45).In Lumen Gentium Church stresses,
“Finally all Christ’s faithful, whatever be the conditions, duties and
circumstances of their lives. .. will daily increase in holiness, if they
receive all things with faith from the hand of their heavenly father and
if they cooperate with divine will” (LG 41).Our duty as people of
God and children of God is to be in communion with God the Trinity
and one another and to be witnesses to His love.

Conclusion

The purpose of the recent synod is “to inspire people to dream
about the church we are called to be, to make people’s hope flourish,
to stimulate trust, to bind up wounds, to weave new and deeper
relationships, to learn from one another, to build bridges, to enlighten
minds, warm hearts, and restore strength to our hands for our common
mission” (PD 32). Let us hope that our walking together, listening to
the Holy Spirit and to one another will bear more fruit. A church
united both in spirit and action, in the communion of hierarchy and
Lay faithful, giving due respect to the rights, dignity and opinion of
each participant can realise the dream of witnessing God’s love to the
end of the earth.




( DIOCESAN NEWS >

Month of Rosary

October is the month specially dedicated to devotion of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the queen of Rosary. The parish level celebration
included the recitation of the Holy Rosary, rosary processions and
sharing of the messages related to the Marian devotion.

Annual Retreat of Priests

The Annual Retreat of the Priests of the Diocese of Puttur
was organised from 18"to 22" October, 2021 at Shanthibhavana
Bishop’s House, Puttur. Most Rev. Mar Lawrence Mukkuzhy, the
Bishop of Belthangady was the retreat preacher. All our diocesan
priests together with bishop participated in the same.

Synod 2021-2023

10" October 2021 was the formal opening of the two year
process of a Synod of Synodality” by the Holy Father, Pope Francis
in preparation for the X VI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod
of Bishops, in October 2023 in Rome.
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COMMISSION FOR CATECHETICS
(JNANASANDESHA)

The Jnanasandesha Pastoral and Catechetical Center had
conducted the catechism examination in the parish level on 17%
October, 2021. The examinations for the DK and Shimoga region
was conducted offline, while the Bangalore Region conducted the
same via online platform although the liturgical hymns and prayers
were conducted orally under the guidance of their respective class
teachers.

Second semester classes for the catechism students began on 24
October 2021. The syllabus for the same is provided below:

Il Semester Syllabus

Cass = Textbook Prayers Liturgical Hymns Bible Verses
Chapters
1 7-10, Our Father... With true knowledge ... Lk 1:38
14,15,17- Peaceto you Mary...  Inyourchurch O Lord..... 1 Cor. 3:16
20 Pro. 9:10
Ps. 133:1
Ps. 23:6
2 69,1519, He who is full of Moses had a vision at Ex 3:12
22-24  blessings... dawn.. 1Sam. 3:10
Our Lord Messiah... When David saw Christ....  Jn. 6:48
Ps. 73:28

In. 20:28



Class  Textbook

11

12

Chapters

1015, 19-
20

8-13 16,
18-20

7-11, 14,
161820

7-11, 14,
16,17,
1921,2

7-13,15,
202

6—-8 12-
15,17,18,

2459,
10 16-20

3478
12-14 18
20

6to10

6to10

Prayers

He who dwells in the
shelter....

Lord, protect us under
theshade of ......

O Lord, how goad it is
topraiseyou.....

O merdful God, to
you, we dedicate this

O God, you are ny
Praise the Lord! Praise
O Servarts of the
lod, | hawe called
upon you....

Liturgical Hymns

On that day of
Pentecost....
Prophets and the
Apostles....
Beloved, this is
opporture.....

Gaing at Hm fiery
argels.....

At the down-
mountaintop...
So tha we be God's
children...

God anong uis Miracuous
Baby...

The father pties his
children..
Greeting of peace toall....
The Supreme Lord called
Moses...

on the

Rise up you Ol
Church..

Holy

Mary saidt My sad egrifiesthelord.....

Omerdfu God, toyay, we dedicate this cay.....

Bible Verses

M. 14:27
M. 17:15
Acts 1.8

Acts 7:59

M.4&5

Mk3-7

Vk. 13- 16

Lk 7-12

k1924

. Jn 610

S.in 1621



MALANKARA CATHOLIC
CHILDREN’S LEAGUE (MCCL)

“MALARVADIGAL”

An online fancy dress
competition was
conducted for the MCCL
unit members of St
Joseph MSC Church
Josegiri, on 1 October [
2021, the feast day of St. |
Theresa of Lisieux. The
competition was
conducted by the
catechism department of
the church. It is intended for the participants to learn about the life
and saying of the saint and recreate them online. Prizes were
distributed to the winners of competition.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

28" Subilee Gelebration

Rev. Sr. Amrutha V. SCCG
celebrated her 25 years of
Religious Profession on
16™ October, 2021 at St.
Joseph’s MSC Church,
Josegiri. His Excellency,
Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese
Mar Makarios celebrated

' the solemn Jubilee Mass
during which Rev. Sr. Amrutha renewed her vows. The Holy Mass
was followed by a short meeting felicitating Rev. Sr. Amrutha.
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COMMISSION FOR YOUTH

MALANKARA CATHOLIC YOUTH
MOVEMENT (MCYM)

MCYM DAY CELEBRATION

MCYM Day was celebrated in all the units of our diocese
commemorating the feast of St. Francis Assisi, patron saint of MCYM,
in the month of October. Different events like offerings, flag hosting,
recital MCYM Pledge and Prayer, meeting, classes, auction, sweets
distribution, games and so on were arranged after the solemn
celebration of the Holy Qurbono.

MCYM Bangalore region organized a Kalolsavam 2021 on
15" and 16" October 2021 in which over 60 participants from the 5
units participated in various events. All the events were conducted

SaantHIVANT NOVEMBER 2021




online due to the pandemic. The results were declared on 23rd
October 2021 during a gathering at Hennur church by Rt. Rev
Corepiscopa Koshy Kakkanat. St. Joseph MSC Church, Mathikere
unit secured the first place while St. John’s MSC Church, Singasandra
and St. Alphonsa MSC Church, Caramalaram followed.

Faith During Pandemic

Members of MCYM Singasandra unit released a new short
film named *Faith During Pandemic’. The video uploaded in the unit’s
YouTube channel is highly appreciated. Follow the link to watch,
subscribe and like the short film https://voutu.be/11jyN9muJdlo

Cleaning Drive

MCYM DK Region under the guidance and direction of

Rev. Fr. Jaison Simon OIC and with the coordination and support
from unit directors and

@ animators organized “Clean

¥ Drive” initiative. The Clean

Drive initiative was

| organized at unit level and

almost every Unit of

MCYM DK Region

actively participated in the drive. The event was aimed at enhancing

the social responsibility among our youths. The event was organized
on 24" October 2021 along with Mission Sunday.

SHANTHIVANT NOVEMBER 2021




*"Jesus Connect" One day Youth Retreat*

On October
24, 2021, Sunday, T8¢
The MCYM of =
Nellyadi Unit brought
together the youths |
from the Parish and
nearby Parishes for a
vibrant and fruitful Christ experience, called J ESUS CONNECT
Youth Retreat connected with the Year of St. Joseph, was held at St.
Joseph’s M S C Church, Nellyadi facilitated by Mr. Anil Anthony, a
well-known Jesus Youth Trainer cum Musician and Mr. Binosh
George, Jesus Youth and Christeen preacher from Kerala.

The Retreat was filled with Praise and worship songs, action
songs Church teachings on faithful living with Jesus Christ, Life
— , testimonies of encouragement
and life changing experiences of
sufferings, witnessing Jesus
Christ in the Family, College,

workplace and in the society.
All the youth responded to the

beauty of their surroundings,
and as the retreat progressed they seemed to form deepening
friendships with Jesus Christ. The Church committee and other leaders
in attendance were greatly encouraged by how the Youths opened
up with Jesus Christ in Eucharistic Adoration and built up their lives
for a new journey with Jesus Christ and with the Church and the
youths were overwhelmed with gratitude. They said they were amazed
that they had been allowed to come to such a beautiful place and

receive this Godly experience.

The retreat was coordinated by Vicar Rev. Fr. John
Kunnatheth, Sister Animator Rev. Sr. Silvia S.I.C., Lay Animators,
Mrs. Kunjumol, Mr. Shiju, Mcym President Ms. Roshni Binu,
Secretary Mrs. Shilpa and the Unit MCYM Team members and
Parish Committee members.

SHANTHIVANI NOVEMBER 2021




Successful completion of the
noble Padayathra
(16™ August 2021 - 2" October 2021)

The adventurous and patriotic noble
Padayathra started from Kadaba,
Dakshina Kannada District, Kamataka
to Ladak by the trio, Sebastian,
Nishant and Sampreet for the cause of
the farmers has ended successfully. It
took about 55 days. The diocese
extends hearty congratulations to all the
three young men for their brave and
praise worthy undertaking. May God
bless them abundantly.

(’/cmg ratulations!

Anupa Rachel Mathew belonging to the St. Joseph’s MSC
Church, Mathikere secured first rank in MSW at Christ University.
Congratulations!
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COMMISSION FOR FAMILY
(BHAVANA JYOTHIS)

Marriage Preparation Course

The Bhavana Jyothis department of our diocese took
initiative to register our candidates for themarriage preparation course
organized by the Diocese of Bathery between 15 to 17" October
2021.

Malankara Catholic Women Forum (MCWF)

‘A Rosary to Family’

Mother’s Forum unit
of St. John’s MSC Church
Singasandra, organized an
event named ‘A Rosary to
Family” as October is the
month dedicated to rosary.
The event planned to
distribute rosaries to all the
families of the parish with a
goal to promote reciting of
rosary in families. His '
Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Makarios inaugurated
the event.
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COMMISSION FOR VOCATIONS &
FORMATION, PRIESTS & RELIGIOUS
(SAN JOS MINOR SEMINARY)

Month of Rosary

From 1%to 7%, the minor seminarians of the diocese of Puttur
celebrated the Rosary week. On 7™ October a solemn rosary
procession was arranged under the leadership of the seminarians
including the resident staff members of the Bishop’s House and
parishioners of St. Joseph MSC Church, Puttur. The seminarians also
participated in the Chain Rosary named ‘Karnataka Rosary Rally
2021 arranged by the Karnataka Regional Service Team (KRST) and
the Diocesan Commission for Proclamation and Evangelization.

COMMISSION FOR
PROCLAMATION AND
EVANGELIZATION

Karnataka Rosary Rally 2021

The Chain Rosary named ‘Karnataka Rosary Rally 2021’
was arranged on 6™ and 7" October 2021, by the Karnataka Regional
Service Team (KRST) and the Diocesan Commission for
Proclamation and Evangelization. All the 14 Dioceses of Karnataka
including the diocese of Puttur participated in this National Service of

Communion initiative via zoom platform.
SHANTHIVANI @® NOVEMBER 2021



COMMISSION FOR EDUCATION
(EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS)

Mar Ivanios College of Education

Academics

Semester—Il and Semester-IV classes for the B. Ed students
began on21%October 2021. The IV Semester students have begun
their immediate preparations for the internship which is expected to
begin in November.

Vichara Vedike

The students of Mar Ivanios B. Ed College had participated
in the inauguration programme of Gandhi — VicharaVedike, Kadaba
Unit, held at Kadaba on 17" October, 2021. The students received
much thoughtful information about the principles of Mahatma Gandhiji
from the eminent persons present there. They also got an opportunity
to have an interaction with the personalities of Ex-Military
Association. The principal in-charge of Mar Ivanios B. Ed College,
Mrs. Usha M.L was a guest speaker in the program.

Clean India-Abhiyan

Clean India-Abhiyan program was conducted in the college
on 23" October, 2021. The students performed a programme which
develops awareness about the clean-India, clean-environment
concept. The students also participated in the college garden cleaning
work with great enthusiasm.

SHANTHIVANT @ NOVEMBER 2021



Mar Ivanios Degree College:

VI Semester examination was conducted from 30
September, 2021. The B. Com students completed their examinations
on 23" October, while the B.A students had their examinations until
29 QOctober.

St. Paul’s School, Kadaba :

The classes for LKG, UKG and Std-I are going on through
Web-app. The students have completed their 1st term test with good
result. Online classes have been conducted once in a week to interact
with the students and to evaluate their learning.

St. Mary’s School, Bhadravathi:

School Reopening

St. Mary’s School re-opened for the students of Std 15'to 5%
from October 25", strictly adhering to Covid-19 related precautions
and guidelines.

Gandhi Jayanti Celebration

Gandhi Jayanti was celebrated this year with great enthusiasm
as our staff and students actively involved through speeches, poems,
songs, dances and a short skit on the life of Mahatma Gandhi. Apart
from the celebration, the school took initiative to clean the Government
hospital and its surroundings at Aswath Nagara.

One Day Seminar

On 27" October, a one-day seminar was conducted for the
high school section students. The seminar included topics like ‘Safety
Road Rules and Marriage and Divorce’ by Mrs. Milana (Civil Judge,
Bhadravathi Taluk court) and Mrs. Vijaya Advocate of Bhadravathi.
Mr. Ramesh (former BEO, Sagara Taluk) and Mr. Prabhu (TPO,
Bhadravathi) gave inspirational messages to the students.



St. Thomas School, Byndoor

Gandhi Jayanti Celebration

Gandhi Jayanti was celebrated with a formal meeting paying
homage to “‘the Father of our Nation’ this year amidst the prevailing
pandemic situation. The staff paid tribute to the great soul in happy
memory by flowering his portrait.

CCA Inauguration and Investiture Ceremony

On 23" October 2021, the day was inaugurated by waving
the School Flag by the dignitaries. Mr.Pawan Kumar (Sub- Inspector
of Byndoor) was the chief guest of the day while Mr. Arunkumar
(Reporter, Udayavani) was the guest. The student council members
were decorated with their respective badges and followed by various
cultural events.
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C

BIRTHDAY WISHES >

15 November
24 November

25 November

: Rev. Fr. Thomas Kallolickal
: Very Rev. Fr. John Kunnathethu

: Rev. Fr. Thomas Neeranakunnel

-

FESTAL GREETINGS )

04 November
16 November

: Rev. Fr. Philip Nellivila
: Rev. Fr. Melwin Mathew Anthalil OIC

C

ORDINATION DAY WISHES >

20 November
21 November

: Rev. Fr. Sathyan Thomas Naduviledathu OIC
: Rev. Fr. Thomas Bijily Kavunkal OIC

C

DAYS OF IMPORTANCE )

1 Mon
3 Wed
7Sun

13 Sat

14 Sun
16 Tue
21 Sun

23 Tue

30 Tue

SHANTHIVANT

: Commemoration of All Saints

: Comm. of Bishop Paulose Mar Philexinos (1998)
: Hudos Eetho Sunday

: St. John Chrysostom

Feast of Bishop Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom

: St. Philip, the Apostle
: St. Mathew, the Apostle
: Social Communication Media Day

Feast of Chirst the King (Latin Rite)

: Erection of the Eparchy of St. Ephrem,

Khadki (2019)

: St. Andrew, the Apostle

27) NOVEMBER 2021



| Bishop Paulose Mar \__
Philexinos
3rd November
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